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Wall -to -wall fun at Clarence Valley Country  Muster

It was wall -to-wall
caravans and wall -to-
wall fun at the 2017
Clarence Valley
Country Muster at
Ulmarra, near
Grafton, NSW .

With some of the
best traditional acts
in Australian country
music such as Tania
Kernaghan, Glenn
Jones and the
Gunbarrel
Highwaymen , plus
international guest

Jett Williams,
organiser Wendy Gordon, entertainment manager Terry Gordon and their team
can take a bow. The clouds held their contents for most of the weekend, bu t
what was received didnét mar the friendly gat
mates, kids, dogs, fans, friends, traders and stars T all together on a

picturesque, landscaped
paradise on the Clarence.
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Above, Brad Bergen and Tania
Kernaghan having way too etufun on
stage. And right, Kelvin Nolan and Jett
Williams, doing exactly that on Sunday
during Jettds per @
Austr al i abheDritimgr s i
Cowboys.
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A bit of a slippery start
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With more than 700  van/RV sites booked at the 2017 Clarence Valley Country
Muster , a last -minute downpour meant vans had to be towed in by tractor T a
fun start to a fabulous week of country hospitality and music.

I t 6s qui tieall 200 ar sogdravans and motorhomes lined up in what

looks like an endless sea of fibreglass, aluminium and canvas stretching as far

as the eye can see.

And how easy it is to find your site, with roads and streets on the campsite

named after country music stars!

The festival broke all attendance records to date and Wendy is quietly
confident when she closes off the books for
reached her magic milestone of 1000 bookings.

Sheds already gtonthaawithihanos 406 sites being booked for
the October 22 -28, 2018 muster before the final notes were played at the

2017 event.



Sun shines on a picture - perfect site

Despite a somewhat slippery
start, t he fifth annual Clarence
Valley Country Muster was
another outstanding success

held in fine, mostly sunny
conditions.

After a prolonged drought on

the Clarence, the rains  finally
tumbled down in July, August

and September giving green -
thumbed gardener and Clarence
Muster organiser Wendy

Gordon plenty of reasons to
smile.

Come mid -October and
Wendyds Ul marra prope
Grafton, NSW, was an absolute
picture, with muster -goers
treated to a sea of lush green
grass, and vibrant pops of

colour every which way you
looked.

In the weeks leading up to the
muster, the property had

hosted at least two weddings
andagardenparty. |t ds become
quite popular with garden clubs

in the district .




Clarence Muster gains reputation as a @reat -value, friendly festival 6

The 2017 Clarence Valley Country

Muster sure as eggs earned its accolade as

the friendliest, best-value -for -money festival around.

The consistently high standard of food offer ed each day was remarkable
Wendy ob6s bin-d6d alwe Ke n 6-$ed gattleaproved to be the winning
ingredientint he ki t c h e-méysur-meuthtsteak sandwiches.

The roasts were to die for and the hearty breakfast of bacon and eggs was

more than worth getting up for each day.

And you c oul idforgalue. Noerip t -offs on the Clarence! Even the coffee
van was w ell-priced 1 and a delicious brew, too.

From camping gear to caravans

There was quality, not quantity in the market stalls at the 2017 Clarence Valley

Country Muster
From camping gear and gadgets

to jewellery, clothing and kitchenware, there

was somethi ng of interest for those with a yen for a little retail therapy.

Muster buddy lan Grant comes all the way from his home base of Traralgon in
Victoria each year, bringing along a few of his fabulous caravans to show
throughout the event.
People get the chan ce to wander through and check out the latest design

features. Atfad jusslovegwh@t hedoesnét havhemtab t ow
back home again!

Traralgon caravan man and avid
country music fan lan Grant
shows Tania Kernaghan around
his Grant Cruser d and the lady
was very impressed!



Wedding fever on the Clarence

Wedr e not s uwaesomdthingin the water at the Clarence Valley

Country Muster, but there sure was a lot of love in the air.

On Sunday morning, with storm clouds gather ing, in a fabulously decorated

stage and setting, ¢ ivil celebrant Tania Kernaghan popped the question: Do

you? € and the unanildmésasephg ssas: came out.
A swag of people , including Gayle and Glenn Jones, decided to take up the
option of having  their wedding vows renewed, by one of the stars of the
muster, Tania Kernaghan.

As well as being an award  -winning country music star, Tania can legally hatch
match and despatch folks these days, as one of the busiest celebrants on the
Gold Coast.

The Te x Morton Stage was  a picture, as were the romantically -set tables, each
with two baby bottles of Passion Pop and garlands of flowers.
After the official part of the ceremony, the

in the gardens.

;!" 4 K : f p e i/
H e rs eeebrantTania Kenadghan with Glenn and Gayle Jones and Carol and Al Slade
(photographer extraordinaireafter the marriage vow renewals at Ulmarra.



More highlights thanyouc ouldcoun t

§ There were highlights aplenty at the
¢ 2017 Clarence Valley Country
Must er, with Chad Morgan
performances leaving punters
spell bound; Tania Kernac
band taking it to the next level,
bush poet Ray Esseryodos &
successful book launch; the regular
morning chuckle s led by bush poet

“ Gary Fogarty with Ray Es sery, Erro |
Gray and special guests ; the 100 ™ anniversary of the Charge of Beersheba
featuring Glenn Jones ; meeting Jett Williams,
daughter of the legendary Hank Williams, and
hearing her fabulous Aussie band, The Drifting
Cowboys; and so many other heartfelt momen ts that
stick in your memory 7 when b eautiful ballads or
hysterical yarns made your
eyes leak.
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Jett Williams and her Australian Drifting Cowboys B#&nfdlom left, Brannon Crickmoréfiddle)
Kelvin Nolan(guitar) Rod Coe(double bassand Dallas Southafpedal steel guitar)
Photo:Al Slade

Sowhat és in store for 20187

The sixth annual  Clarence Valley Country ~ Muster has a cracker of a line -up
headlined by Australiads favourite Poster Gir
Crew, plus Terry Gordon OAM, Wayne Horsburgh, Col Finley, Dale Duncan,

Digger Revell, Laura Downing, Jeff Brown, Justin Standley, Kiara Rodrigu es,

Charmaine Pout, Bill Kearns, John and Christine Smith , Craig Giles 1 and many

more!

Doné6ét forget to bring along your dancing shoe
Digger Revell (pictured below, left), will be the special attraction on Friday

night only . Bookings have already  begun in earnest  with almost 400 sites

reserved. Once bookings reach the 1 000 mark, no more will be taken so itébs
advisable to reserve your site  early to avoid disappoint ment .



